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Summary Handout

“Introduction to the Lesson
Doctrine and Covenants 1
and Church History” Summary
Scripture Doctrine and Covenants 1; Revelation given throngh Joseph Smith the Prophet, during a special conforence of elders of the Church, held at
Summary: Hiram, Ohio, November 1, 1831. HC 1: 221—224. Many revelations had been received from the Lord prior to this time, and the

compilation of these for publication in book form was one of the principal subjects passed upon at the conference. This section constitutes the
Lord’s Preface to the doctrines, covenants, and commandments given in this dispensation. 1—7, The voice of warning is to all people; —16, Apostasy and
wickedness precede the Second Coming; 17—23, Joseph Smith called o restore to earth the Lord’s truths and powers; 24—33, The Book of Mormon bronght
Jorth and true Church established; 34—36, Peace shall be taken from the earth; 37—39, Search these commandments.

Supplemental Which Keystone? In Isracl, a statement like, “the Book of Mormon is the keystone of our
Holy Land and  religion” conjures a picture of one of the stones in an arch angled to wedge the others in place.
Jewish The center stone is equivalent to the center point. The center point in a chiasmas is the focusing
insights: on the Lord. Stones in a typical five stone Roman archway can be compared to the five

“Standard Works (scriptures)” that Latter-day Saints use, the Old Testament, the New
Testament, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl of Great Price. Every stone in the
arch is necessary to have the advantage of the structure which holds a building in place as well as having the
enjoyment of the beauty in something that holds itself together. How then can we connect the terms “cornerstone”
and “capstone?” The Doctrine and Covenants are often called the “capstone” of the restoration in these “last
days.”

Who is the Stone?: It is interesting to note that the metaphor of a building was used in ancient times to denote the
structure and stability of the Lord’s organization in the “last days.” “The stone which the builders refused is
become the head stone of the corner.” (Psalm 118:22) ““Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion
for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make
haste.” (Isaiah 28:16) ““Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders

rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?”
(Matthew 21:42)

Visualize a Building Made of Stone: “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens
with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy

temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” (Ephesians
2:19-22)

Earthly Building with a Heavenly Cornerstone: Since this is a visual image, picture a building fitly framed with
all parts of it functioning and without apparent holes or breaks in it. From a western building style architectural
view, a cornerstone really cannot be removed and the building still remain “fitly framed.” Therefore, picture an
eastern building style, a pyramid. Its chief cornerstone is the capstone. It can be removed and the building is still
“fitly framed.” A U.S. one dollar bill has that image with the top, cap or chief cornerstone shown with rays
beaming forth from an all-seeing eye. The pyramid also has twelve blocks as its foundation.

Extended Family, Still Fitly Framed: The imagery continues into the family. As the children start their own
family, the parents are “removed” from their former role yet still maintain a spiritual influence through their
previous teaching and subsequent prayers and spiritual influence on their children. The unity of the family can still
be imaged as “fitly framed.” As with any home, protection from unwarranted outside influence is necessary.
Security systems or defensive armor are part of the proper stewardship of the family’s leaders. Sustaining the Lord
as the Chief Cornerstone and following His instructions to defend ourselves with His words in these latter days we
can protect our families inside or outside of the home.

How can “Everlasting” also be “New?” As exciting as it is to know that heaven is open again, every “new”
word from the Lord, as given in modern times, has a basis, a precedent, in the past. That gives an additional
meaning to the term “The New and Everlasting Covenant.”
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